










1.	 The CIFs are governed by an equal number of developed and developing countries.

2.	 45 countries have requested partnerships with the CIFs to support their climate change objectives and a 
dozen more are in the queue. 

3.	 The 13 Clean Technology Fund (CTF) Investment Plans are expected to result in 1.56 billion tons of CO2 
reduction or avoidance during the lifetime of the investments. 

4.	 Every dollar to CTF leverages another $8 in co-financing and estimates show that CTF investment plans will 
reduce 1 ton of CO2 for every $2.8 spent.

5.	 CTF’s support to a solar plan in the Middle East will help deploy 1 gigawatt of concentrated solar power, 
tripling today’s capacity.

6.	 n Morocco, CTF is helping reduce emissions 25% by 2030 relative to business as usual. 

7.	 In Vietnam, CTF is helping reduce national energy consumption by 5-8%, develop an urban public transport 
system, and scale up use of biomass, hydropower, and wind power. 

8.	 The Pilot Program for Climate Resilience (PPCR) gives priority to highly vulnerable least developed 
countries, including the small island developing states, to improve agricultural practices and food security, 
build climate-resilient water supply and sanitation infrastructure, and conduct studies on climate-resilient 
housing in coastal areas.

9.	 The Scaling Up Renewable Energy Program in Low-Income Countries (SREP) is providing financing for 
renewable energy that helps low-income countries leap-frog old technologies and adopt renewables at a 
faster pace. 

10.	The Forest Investment Program (FIP) emphasizes the opinions and needs of local communities and 
indigenous peoples’ groups who are in the process of finalizing the design of a Dedicated Grant Mechanism 
for Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities.
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Changing the view of Africa

OUTREACH is made possible through the generous support of:

The CIF 2011 Partnership 
Forum is hosted by
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A glass half full approach

Asset Based Community Develop-
ment (ABCD) is an approach that 
recognizes the strengths, talents 

and resources of individuals and commu-
nities, and helps communities to mobilize 
and build on these for sustainable develo-
pment. By focusing on assets and capa-
cities rather than needs and defi ciencies, 
energy is directed toward opportunities at 
the community level, while remaining cons-
cious of how the policy environment could 
be changed to further strengthen citizens’ 
capacity to drive their own development. 
At its core are the various assets (human, 
social, fi nancial, natural and physical) that 
already exist in the community, especially 
the formal and informal associations that 
mobilize assets and strengthen the social 
relationships that are important for bridging 
local initiatives to external opportunities.

The essence of ABCD is its departure from 
a “the glass half empty” worldview (needs 
based, problem solving approaches) in fa-
vour of a focus on “the glass half full” (asset 
based, opportunity focused approaches). 
While it would be facile to argue that de-
velopment practitioners have never noti-
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ced or promoted community strengths and 
assets, it is nevertheless a fact that most 
development agency practice is rooted 
in, and justifi ed by, the existence of po-
verty, disadvantage, and defi cit. If, howe-
ver, community members or citizens are 
able to identify, recognize and mobilize 
their own strengths and assets they im-
plicitly demonstrate their “capacity to act”; 
in doing so, they perceive themselves as 
having the power to exercise some control 
over their lives. 

The corollary of this is when “outsiders” re-
cognize the assets and strengths of others 
and witness their “capacity to act”; it has 
a profound effect on them. They ask diffe-
rent questions and look for ways to colla-
borate or to invest, rather than delivering 
professionalized solutions to expectant 
clients or passive benefi ciaries, or shying 
away from communities whose problems 
seem Impossible.

By applying the asset based citizen-led 
development (ABCD) approach the World 

Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) is bringing 
together the upstream, mid stream and 
downstream communities in many areas, 
for example the work in lower Nyando 
province in Western Kenya which has 
experienced severe environmental degra-
dation. The ABCD methodology allows a 
more concerted process to address the cri-
tical issues of environmental conservation 
and livelihoods, especially in connection to 
economic development and vitally, income 
provision and diversifi cation. 

The value of the ABCD approach is the 
fact it is community based, driven and ow-
ned so the communities involved develop 
their own action plan with assistance from 
ICRAF which acts as link to other institu-
tions closer to the grassroots level. The 
results of such an approach with commu-
nities in Western Kenya has shifted them 
from mono cropping of low return cash 
crops to managing a diverse range of com-
mercial and food crops, using improved, 
organic methods and interventions that are 
locally induced and therefore sustainable. 
Larger farmers have been approached by 
community groups to provide additional 
lands which are degraded thereby they 
rehabilitate and implement integrated 
ecosystem management in a more sustai-
nable way.

For such an initiative to succeed, it is im-
perative that key organisations working 
in any particular area should come to-
gether by pooling their expertise without 
undermining the efforts of individual or-
ganizations. This can facilitate an open 
dialogue and forum, to allow an integra-
ted planning approach and critically to 
highlight and work with the best available 
capacity, resources and ideas in a par-
ticular locality to help achieve develop-
ment that is both climate compatible and 
socially sustainable.
 


